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SERMON, &. 


2 TimoThy, 2d Chapter, 15th Verſe. 


Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth, EXE 


Neve, in any addreſs to you my brethren, from 
this place, did I feel ſenſations ſimilar to thoſe I now 
experience ;—on any other occaſion, as it would be 
the preacher's duty, ſo it would be in ſome degree 
in his power to forget himſelf, he might chooſe ſub- 
jects of ſuch a kind as he could enlarge upon fully 
and freely—ſuch as would ſuggeſt no refleQtions that 
need reſtrain him from minutely ſcrutinizing and 
boldly cenſuring every thing culpable, or accurately 
deſcribing and ſtrongly enforcing every thing praiſe- 


worthy ; but on ſuch an occaſion as this, far different 
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muſt be his feelings. When a miniſter of the goſpel 
muſt endeavour to deſcribe the character and duty of 
miniſters of the goſpel—when he muſt arraign tranſ- 
greſſions, and even remiſſneſs when he muſt excite 
to vigilance and zeal in his own profeſſion ; every 
word he then utters he is bound to apply unto him- 
ſelf. The awful warning “ Thou that teacheſt ano- 
ther, teacheſt thou not thyſelf,” muſt then perpe- 
tually reſound in his ears.—Thus circumſtanced, 
how ſhall he proceed ? Shall he forbear ſpeaking the 
whole truth as it is in Chriſt Jeſus ? Shall he dare 
to lower the ſtandard of the paſtoral duty to the level 
of his own imperfections? Oh! no!—On this, as 
on every other occaſion, he is called on © to divide 
„ rightly the word of truth“ to point out, with 
great plainneſs, in what manner the miniſter of the 
goſpel muſt ſtudy to ſhew himſelf approved unto 
God. The effort may, with the Divine Bleſſing, 
tend to improve himſelf as well as thoſe whom he 
addrefles ; may make him feel more deeply his own 
unworthineſs, and lead him with more fervent hu- 
mility to implore the aſſiſting Grace of God,—that 
while he preaches to others, he may not be himſelf a 
caltaway. 


But, my brethren—if the occaſion on which 1 
now addreſs you, would in any place and at any 
period be thus ſerious and awful, it ſeems to me, in 
this place, and under the preſent circumſtances of 

the 


A 


the Chriſtian world, far more ſerious and awful than 
I ever conceived it to be before. For the firſt time 
in this place, we behold a prelate choſen from the 
heads of this ſchool of learning and Chriſtianity, 
exerciſing the higheſt power of his ſacred office, in 
conſecrating, as miniſter of the goſpel, ſome of the 
teachers and guides of our youth in this univerſity, 
and with them, ſeveral of, I truſt, its moſt merito- 
rious ſons. Does it not ſtrike you as it does me, 
that more than common attention will be excited by 
this ſolemn act? that its conſequences will be more 
cloſely and more generally noted, than is uſual on 
ſimilar occaſions? that the characters and conduct 
of the young men iſſuing from this place, this day, 
as miniſters of God, will be more perſeveringly and 
ſtrictly ſcrutinized than thoſe of other men? and 
that their errors or their crimes, ſhould any of them 
be unhappily involved in error or in crime, will 
inevitably fix ſome ſtigma on this place and its inſti- 
tutions, and in ſome degree contribute to diſcredit 
the inſtructions of its teachers, and damp the exer- 
tions of irs youth ?—But I will not permit my mind 
to dwell on ſo gloomy a thought. No, my young 
friends—I look forward with confidence to your 
ſucceſsful exertions in that ſacred cauſe you here 
lolemnly pledge yourſelves to ſupport, as the means 
of exalting the character of this our venerable ſemi- 
nary, and of rouſing a ſpirit of laudable emulation 
in its ſons, which may contribute to quicken their 
pious zeal, and to ſend forth from hence many ſuc- 
B 2 ceſſive 
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ceſſive generations of miniſters of the goſpel, who 
«© need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of 


«© truth” through the whole extent of this our native 
land. 


Slight and tranſient however is the impreſſion 
which this local circumſtance makes upon my mind, 
compared with the ſenſations we all muſt feel when 
we view, even with the leaſt attention, the ſtate of 
the Church of Chriſt, amongſt whoſe miniſters, you 
my young friends, now rank yourſelves at this time, 
and in this country.—We live at a period when the 
teachers of religion muſt indeed be utterly careleſs 
and inſenſible, if they do not feel, deeply feel, the 
awfulneſs of the criſis—a period when “ iniquity 
* aboundeth, and the love of many waxeth cold,” — 
when Providence, in the inſcrutable progreſs of its 
decrees, has permitted the light of the goſpel to be 
apparently withdrawn from one of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed nations of the European world ; when a 
widely extended conſpiracy has been formed, not 
merely againſt a particular ſe&, or form, or eſtabliſh- 
ment of Chriſtianity, but againſt the very exiſtence 
of Chriſtianity itſelf. —A, conſpiracy to change times 
and laws—to aboliſh the ſabbath of the Lord - to 
degrade his miniſters, overturn his altars, and pro- 
ſcribe his worſhip. A conſpiracy to deprive wretched 
man of the hopes of futurity, the aſſurance of par- 
don on repentance, the conſolations of a Redeemer's 
love; to root out all faith in Chriſt from the world, 

and 
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and purſue his holy name with execration and blaſ- 
phemy. 


And as the objects of this conſpiracy are thus fatal, 
ſo its agents are cunning and active ; they deceive 
well meaning, but unthinking and uninformed men, 
by arrogating the title of philoſphers, as if the in- 
veſtigation of truth was their peculiar province; and 
of Deiſts, as if their primary object was to promote 
the worſhip of the Supreme Being, and vindicate 
the truths of natural religion ;—they ſeduce humane 
but ſhallow minds, by declamations 1n praiſe of ge- 
neral philanthropy and univerſal brotherhood, by 
profeſſing a liberal diſregard of all religious diſtinc- 
tions, and an abhorrence of all religious diſcord. 
They flatter the pride of the human underſtanding, 
by aſſerting the ſufficiency of unaſſiſted reaſon to 
diſcover all neceſſary truth, and attain compleat per- 
fection of virtue, and they lay hold on the vanity 
of the learned and the powerful, to engage them as 
diſciples of that only true and ſublime wiſdom which 


detects and diſmiſſes vulgar errors, and riſes ſuperior 


to vulgar prejudices. —Thus they lead on the un- 
wary and unthinking, ſtep by ſtep, in the labyrinths 
of their deep and ſubtle machinations, till they know 
not how to retreat; 'till every principle that could 
reſtrain them has loſt its hold, and every inſtructor, 


whoſe authority they had reſpected, has ceaſed to 
influence, 1 


But 
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But if the foes to order and religion are not with- 
out their ſpecious maſks to deceive even well inten- 
tioned men, much more eaſily do they intereſt in 
their cauſe the moſt depraved paſſions of the human 
heart, and find amongſt the vicious and the turbu— 
lent, ſteady and active partizans.— They engage the 
voluptuous, by pronouncing private vices publick 
benefits; by deriding all reſtraints on licentiouſneſs, 
and legalizing the capriciouſneſs of divorce. They 
gratify the malignant, by ſanctioning the exceſſes of 
revenge; and from every corrupt indulgence they 
remove all fear of puniſhment, by proclaiming that 
death is an eternal fleep ;—but above all, they labour 
to rouſe the populace in their cauſe, by inflaming 
their envy and hatred againſt their ſuperiors, by 
inveighing againſt the errors and abuſes which muſt 
more or leſs mingle themſelves with every human 
inſtitution, however perfect; they promiſe to relax 
the reſtraints of law, to level all ranks, and to equa- 
liſe all properties: they propoſe to aboliſh tyranny 
and prieſtcraft ; to introduce univerſal freedom and 
equality; and in ſuch an enterpriſe, they are ſure of 
being ſupported by the idle and neceflitous—by the 
corrupted and ferocious part of every populace ;— 
all ſuch will ruſh with headlong fury, to overturn 
at once the altar and the throne, and trample alike 


upon the inſtitutions of man, and on the laws of 
God, 
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In the progreſs of this impious conſpiracy, it muſt 
ever be a moſt important and neceſſary ſtep to un- 
dermine the influence and defeat the exertions of 
the Chriſtian clergy, and for this purpoſe to diſ- 


grace their character, to repreſent them as hypo- 


crites, who profeſs what they do not believe, and 
preach what they deem it uſeleſs to practiſe; merce- 
nary wretches, actuated merely by the degrading 
views of worldly policy, and a ſordid thirſt of gain, — 
or if the zeal and ſteadineſs of the clergy render 
the charge of hypocriſy incredible, their calumniators 
will ſtigmatiſe even that zeal and ſteadineſs, as proofs 
of ſuperſtition or fanaticiſm, and thus labour to 
overwhelm them with ridicule and contempt. 


Such, my young friends, are the dangers which at 
this period the teachers of Chriſtianity muſt every 
where prepare to engage; and ſuch the engines and 
the arts whoſe operations they mult labour to coun- 
teract.— In this our land, that direct conſpiracy againſt 
the goſpel of Chriſt may not yet, perhaps, have 
been regularly introduced or ſhot deep its roots ; 
but its baneful effects have reached us even here; 
we have ſeen infidelity rear its head and diſſeminate 
its poiſon with deſtructive induſtry through the re- 
moteſt corners of our iſland, even in the cottages of 
our peaſantry, preparing the way to anarchy, by 
ſubverting religion ; and we have to mourn over a 
land polluted by deeds of treaſon and of blood. — 


Can we then have any ſecurity againſt the moſt 


compleat 
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compleat introduction of this impious conſpiracy, 
and its moſt deſtructive effects, except by rouſing 
and combining the vigilance and activity, the zeal 
and piety, of all ſingere teachers and all ſincere be- 
lievers of the goſpel of Chriſt, to diffuſe its genuine 


truths, and ſupport the cauſe of order, of virtue, 
and of piety. 


For this purpoſe it is neceſſary for you, whoſe 
ſacred duty it is to expoſe the miſrepreſentations of 
- infidelity, to diſtinguiſh carefully, and to lead others 
to diſtinguiſh between the original truths of revela- 


tion and the corruptions engrafted on it by human 


folly and human fraud,—to warn men againſt con- 
founding the abuſes of Chriſtianity with Chriſtianity 
itſelf, and miſtaking the errors and crimes of its pro- 
feflors for the natural effects of the inſtitution to 
do this you muſt yourſelves thoroughly imbibe the 
ſpirit of the goſpels from the pure originals; you 
muſt recal men to the precepts and the examples of 
the firſt teachers of our holy faith; and, above all, 
to the inſtructions, and the conduct, and the charac- 
ter of its divine Author. 


No human mind can contemplate with attention 
and candour this all perfect character, and not be 
filled with love and reverence— even a very imper- 
fect view of it has ſometimes ſoftened, and almoſt 
converted, the moſt decided infidelity.— And in di- 
recting your own attention, and calling that of others 


to 
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to the ſtudy of the goſpels themſelves, and pres 


eminently to the contemplation of our Lord's perfec+ 


tions, you have this unſpeakable advantage, that you 
at the ſame time convince the reaſon and improve the 
heart; ſpeculative faith and practical reformation go 
hand in hand together, and truth and righteouſneſs 
at once take full poſſeſſion of the ſoul. 


Another taſk alſo moſt arduous and important de- 
mands your care—to watch and trace, to expoſe and to 
counteract, the ſpecious pretexts which your adverſa- 
ries employ to deceive, and the appropriate temptations 
by which they allure different deſcriptions of men.— 
If they aſſume the maſk of liberality and philan- 
thropy, and affect a love of reaſon and truth, you 
are bound to ſhew the inconſiſtency of ſuch pretences 
with the plain tenor of their conduct, and the obvi- 
ous | tendency of their principles, point out the 
lamentable eſſects which their infidelity has pro- 
duced, and from its nature muſt produce wherever 
it prevails, and by the impurity of the ſtream, lead 
men to eſtimate the foulneſs of the ſource,—teach 
them that whatever virtuous principles or beneficial 
tendencies irreligion falſely affects, theſe Chriſtianity 
really poſſeſſes, demanding no faith, beyond what 
reaſon juſtifies, abhorring all diſcord and perſecution, 
and inculcating active benevolence and ſocial duty; 
curbing the pride and exciting the generoſity of the 
rich, while it protects their rights, and teaching the 
poor, virtue and induſtry, order and peace ; binding 

* all 
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all ranks together by the ſtrong ties of a common 
duty and a common God, and by rouſing generoſity 
on the one ſide, and gratitude on the other, in every 
rank promoting virtue and diffuſing happineſs. 


Thus alſo, if your adverſaries are indefatigable in 
their efforts to miſlead and to corrupt; if their emiſ- 
ſaries inſinuate themſelves into the cottages of the 
peaſant, court his confidence, conſult his prejudices, 


engage his paſſions, and diſſeminate the poiſon of 


impiety and anarchy in converſation, in ſongs and 
pamphlets, by every artifice and in every form ;—be 
it yours to baffle their efforts for the deſtruction of 
ſouls, by ſtrenuous exertions for the ſalvation of all 
committed to your care; deſpair not of influencing 
the moſt exalted ; deſpiſe not the meaneſt of your 
flocks ; prove yourſelves to be what theſe foes to 
peace and duty, only affect to be—the poor man's 
friend ;—ſhew the peaſantry that you intereſt your- 
ſelves in their welfare ſincerely and perſeveringly, 
and you will generally obtain their confidence ;— 
diſſeminate amongſt them moral tracts, free from re- 
ligious controverſy—free from political diſputes ; 
tracts adapted to their underſtandings, and calculated 
to catch their feelings, to point out the means of 
induſtry, and enlarge upon its bleſſings, to recom- 
mend honeſty and ſobriety, ſubordination and peace. 
In one point eſpecially labour to watch and defeat 
the arts of your enemies ; they are ever peculiarly 
ſedulous in perverting the minds of youth ; they 
even frequently ſucceed in placing their moſt tried 


and 
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and confidential agents at the head of the ſchools of 
every country wretched enough to harbour them, — 
Here then, my revered brethren, be peculiarly vigi- 
lant. Oh! ſuffer not the pure and uncontaminated 
fouls of the little innocents committed to your care 
— beings capable of virtue, aſpiring to perfection, 
freſh from their creator's hands, bearing his ſacred 
image yet undefaced upon their hearts ;—oh ! ſuffer 
not the dæmons of impiety and anarchy to ſeize 
theſe helpleſs ones, to pollute their fouls with the 
foulneſs of vice and the malignity of treafon, te 
change them from the image of God unto the like. 
neſs of the evil one.—Oh, no !—Guard-—as you value 
the ſalvation of your fellow creatures, and the fa- 
your of your Lord ; —guard with unceaſing watch- 
fulneſs the education ef the poor, the characters of 
the inſtructors who teach, of the books taught, of 


the examples exhibited to, of the employments which 


occupy theſe little ones: here eſpecially diſplay a 
zeal as much more ardent ; an activity as much more 
perſevering than your enemies, as the cauſe of truth 
and piety is more exalted, more pure, than the 
pride of ambition, and the foulneſs of vice. 


As to the means of confuting the calumnies of 
your adverſaries, it is undoubtedly neceſſary to be 
watchful, even as to appearances. You muſt not 
let“ your good be evil ſpoken of.” But do you 
wiſh to do ſomewhat more than confute calumny, 
do you aſpire at the higher charaQter of ſincere, 


I zealous, 
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zealous; active, pious clergymen ? I can point out 
but one way of obtaining it: — Be ſincerely active, 
and zealous, and pious ; ſeek with ſingleneſs of 
heart the ſalvation of your flocks, and the glory of 
your God; and for character, let it follow or follow 
not.—The praife of man is of little moment to him 
who ſeeks the praiſe of God.—One caution how- 
ever, at this criſis, in this country, I cannot omit :— 
beware of politicks.—Give no room to ſuſpect that 
you are the dupes of faction or the tools of power. 
Abſtain from political conteſts on particular meaſures. 
For a clergyman warmly to engage, even in converſa- 
tion, on ſuch topicks, is ſeldom perhaps uſeful. But 
of their introduction in the pulpit, what ſhall I ſay : 
profane not this ſacred place with the ill omened 


jound.—I do not deny but there are occaſions when 


publick events muſt be ſpoken of, even here ; when 
it is your bounden duty to call the attention of men 
to an awful contemplation of the overruling provi- 
dence of God, and to excite publick gratitude for 
publick mercies. When you do this, however, be 
circumſpect; take care not only of your manner, 
but of your motives. From the abundance of the 
„heart the mouth ſpeaketh.” If you have any other 
view at bottom than a ſincerely religious one, rely 
upon it it will be ſeen through; and when ſeen 
through, deſpiſed. I am not afraid, however, that 
I thall be condemned as violating the caution which 
give, when I do not heſitate to ſay, that to incul- 
cate ſubordination and loyalty, to contraſt the hor- 
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rors of treaſon and miſrule with the bleſſings of or- 
der and good government; to guard againſt one, 
and to recommend the other, is one of the firſt 
duties of a chriſtian clergyman. Certainly the ſame 
ſacred Authority which commands us to “ fear 
God,” commands us allo to“ honour the king.” — 
But I have great doubts whether theſe important 
duties are moſt effectually enforced from the pulpit ; 
at leaſt I am ſure that to do ſo requires much talent 
and much caution ; and nothing we can ſay in pub- 
lick on ſuch topicks will have any material weight, 
if we do not ſecond it by private exhortation and 
private example ; by guarding our flocks againſt 
the particular miſrepreſentations and ſeductions to 
which their loyalty is moſt expoſed, and endeavour- 
ing to conciliate their attachment to the conſtitution 
and the government, by making them feel, as much 
as we can, the bleſſings which reſult from them. 
But I leave this ſubject, with again impreſſing upon 
you, my young friends, that here, as in every other 
part of your duty, nothing but ſincerity and ſingle- 
neſs of heart can preſerve conſiſtency, or ſecure at- 
tention and reſpect. 


I muſt further obſerve to you, my young friends, 
that your labours in the goſpel will in this country 
be rendered more arduous perhaps than they would 
be in any other, by the religious differences which 
unhappily prevail in it; for alas! 1 fear I may ſay 
with truth, that to the great maſs. of the people 

amongſt 
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amongſt whom'we live, the goſpel in its purity never 
has been preached, | 


When at the revival of learning, the ſtudy of the 
ſcriptures was reſtored, and the genuine truths of 
Chriſtianity were purified from the corruptions en- 
grafted on them in the dark ages of ignorance and 
fuperſtition ; when the ſpirit of the reformation ex- 
panded the minds, and corrected the morals of our 
ſiſter country, that reformation was here unhappily 
checked, partly in conſequence of hereditary ani- 
moſities and political diſſentions, which I will not 
detail, becauſe I would rather forget than revive 
them, and partly, I fear, becauſe the ſcriptures 
were never extenſively diffuſed in the native language 
of our peaſantry, and the reformed clergy could not 
generally addreſs them in that language which alone 
they underſtood. May I not alledge as an additional 
cauſe which has retarded this progreſs, the melan- 
choly, the diſgraceful fact, that the moral and reli- 
gious inſtruction of the great maſs of our people, 
has never been the obje& of perſevering national at- 
tention. Whatever may be the cauſe, the effect is as 
certain as it is lamentable, that for near a century 
the reformation has made but little progreſs in this 


unhappy, becauſe from this circumſtance, divided 
land. 


Many of you, therefore, who are to act as 
miniſters of God, ought in truth to conſider your- 
ſelves 
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ſelves as miſſionaries, who muſt endeavour to diffuſe 
the ſacred knowledge of the goſpel where it is yet but 
little valued, becauſe it is but little underſtood. Your 
exertions mult be directed to prepare the way for re- 
ligious inſtruction, more perhaps than directly to 
convey it. You mult labour to enlighten the minds, 
to ſoften the manners, to correct the prejudices of 
your countrymen, before you can hope to remove 
their religious errors, and you will have abundant 
reaſon to be thankful, if; without engaging in religi- 
ous controverſy, you can ſucceed in ſpreading and 
impreſſing thoſe principles of Chriſtian faith, and 
above all, thoſe precepts of Chriſtian morality, about 
which no controverſy exiſts ; you will have reaſon 
to be thankful, though you ſhould not be able to 
profelyte the Catholick to the Proteſtant creed, 
if you can induce him to view the profeſſors of that 
creed with complacency and affection. Were your 
ſucceſs to terminate here, much would have been at- 
chieved—to convert men to charity and brotherly 
love, is the firſt duty of the Chriſtian clergyman.— 
Speculative differences in religion muſt greatly in- 
creaſe the difficulty, and appear to retard the ſucceſs 
of his exertions for. this God-like purpoſe ; but ne- 
ver muſt theſe exertions ceaſe, —if continued with 
ſteady perſeverance and ſincere, but prudent zeal, 
the bleſſing of his God will crown them with ſuc- 
ceſs ; at all events it will recompence them with an 
eternal reward. 
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It is ſcarcely neceſſary to obſerve to you, that the 
nature of the maintenance which the ſtate allots the 
clergy, combines with the religious differences which 
prevail amongſt us, to encreaſe the difficulty of con- 
ciliating reſpect and affection, and calls for peculiar 
prudence, diſintereſtedneſs and attention. But this 
difficulty is ſlight compared with that which ariſes 
from the recent diſtractions of this unhappy land. 
Infinitely arduous indeed is the taſk of preſerving in 
ourſelves, and cheriſhing in others, the ſpirit of 
peace and forgiveneſs, in a country torn by inteſtine 
diſcord ; and yet if the miniſters of peace do not la- 
bour to overcome evil with good—if they ever 
ceaſe to preach and to practice forbearance and 
mercy—much more, if they ever ſuffer themſelves 
to be hurried away by the blind rage of fury and re- 
venge—if they ever contribute to inflame the animo- 
ſities of contending parties, which they ought to 
appeaſe, and inſtead of the balm of peace pour the 
poiſon of hatred into the wounds of their miſerable 
country, {till bleeding under the relentleſs ſword of 
civil war; Gracious God! what could they, what 
could that country look for ? But no, my brethren— 
no—God torbid you ſhould ever forget that you are 
the miniſters of peace; that it is your bounden 
duty to inculcate forgiveneſs, to check revenge, to 
reſtore mutual confidence, to relieve the miſeries 
even of enemies; in every inſtance to teach and to 
practice kindneſs and mercy, and brotherly love. 
Your taſk may be difficult, your ſucceſs with others 


may 


(WY 7 
may be doubtful, but, for yourſelves, you are ſure of 
the moſt illuſtrious ſucceſs, and the moſt exalted re- 
ward ;—*< Blefled, ſays our Redeemer, are the peace- 
« makers, for they ſhall be called the children of 
<c God. 99 | 


I have tated to you, my brethren, ſome of the 


difficulties which at this period, and in this land, 


may impede your ſuccefs as miniſters of the goſpel j— 
I ſhould diſcourage, not animate your exertions, if 
I did not alfo ſtate to you ſuch circumſtances as ſeem 
to cheer this gloomy proſpect, with ſome rays of 
encouragement and hope. One of them undoabt- 
edly is, that the true-nature and full extent of that 
impious conſpiracy againſt God and his Chriſt, to 
which I have alluded, has been clearly developed 
and diſtinctly deſcribed ; the ſpecious marks under 
which it concealed its deformity have been torn off, 
its means of operation, and the engines by which it 
works, pointed out ; all this renders it every hour 
eaſter to trace, to follow, and to baffle it: you have 
but to uſe the ſame vigilance and activity, the ſame 
induſtry and zeal, in ſupport of truth and piety, as 
theſe defenders of infidelity and vice and anarchy, 
diſplay in their attacks; and ſurely the cauſe of 
truth and piety cannot but finally prevail. 


Further to counterbalance the oppoſition which 
you muſt expect to encounter, it is encouraging to 
reflect, that there never was a period when the ſin- 
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more active and zealous ſupport from the virtuous 
and reſpectable amongſt the laity, than that in which 


we live.—The friends to virtue and piety are now 


rouſed from the torpor and lukewarmneſs, which 
apparent ſecurity had lulled them in. Religion is 
now become an object of general attention and re- 
gard ; even the moſt worldly-minded politicians are 
now ſatisfied, that to undermine Chriſtianity is to 


ſhake the foundations of ſocial order and ſocial hap- 


pineſs ; infidelity has loſt half its ſeductive power, 
by loſing all its proud claims to the character of phi- 
loſophic refinement, liberal ſentiment, and enlarged 
benevolence. The fruits of ſuch philoſophy, ſuch 
ſentiment, and ſuch liberality, have been tried, and 
found bitter to the taſte, and deadly to the heart ; 
the zealous miniſter of the goſpel will not now be 
derided as fanatical, or his exertions deſpiſed as uſe- 


| leſs—even thoſe who do not feel in themſelves ſuch 


zeal, will reſpe& it in him—and though they 
may not {ſympathize in all his motives, they will 
rejoice in, and forward his ſucceſs. Now ſurely this 
is ſomething ;—I admit worldly-minded policy is al- 
ways a ſuſpicious, and ſometimes a dangerous ally 
to pure religion, yet undoubtedly, if it is not per- 
mitted to pervert the intentions, and corrupt the 
heart of the miniſter of God, he may uſe it to ſome 
advantage; he may employ it to remove external 
difficulties, and may derive from it aid, without 
which his efforts would, in many caſes, be very con- 
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fined and ineffectual; he may apply the contributi- 
ons of the wealthy to diffuſe the knowledge of the 
goſpel, and relieve the wants of the wretched; he 
may reſort to the curb of authority to reſtrain vice ;— 
leaving to his ſupreme Maſter to eſtimate the motives 
which influence thoſe who co-operate with him; he 
will avail himſelf of their co-operation to aid the ſa- 
cred cauſe of genuine Chriſtianity ; at the ſame time 
always. remembering to endeavour, when opportu- 
nity occurs, to rectify the intention, and purify the 
motives, of all whom he can influence. The ſtrong 
probability that your exertions, in ſupport of religion, 
will be aided by thoſe who have the greateſt intereſt 
and the greateſt influence in the well-being of the 


ſtate, is certainly a reaſonable ground of hope, and 
therefore ought to be a ſtrong ſtimulus to activity 


as ſuch I ſtate it. Uſe the power which this diſpoſi- 
tion of the public mind affords you, for the public 
benefit, and labour alſo to lead thoſe who at firſt 
ſupport you from, perhaps, mere. worldly views, to 


perſevere from better motives ; and how often may 


it happen that ſuch ſupport, even from ſuch views, 
may lead to a nearer acquaintance with the excel- 
lency of religion, and thence, by the divine bleſſing, 
to a heartfelt reception of its truths. | 


But I will dwell no longer on the difficulties you 


may meet with from external circumſtances ; . on the 


advantages you may derive from the exertions of 


others, and the neceſſity of examining their intenti- 
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ons, and rectifying their motives :—l paſs to conſide- 
rations to you unſpeakably more important—I paſs 
to the difficulties you may meet with in yourſelves ; 
to the far greater neceſſity of rouſing your own per- 
ſonal exertions, and the far greater care you ſhould 
employ in examining your own motives, and puri- 
fying your own hearts. 


Were I to ſtate to you in a ſingle ſentence the 
principle which alone can animate you with zeal to 
overcome every difficulty, and give to all your exer- 
tions conſiſtency and effect, I would do it in the 
words of the apoſtle “ Study to ſhew yourſelves 
approved unto God.” This ſacred principle, once 
rooted in the heart, will produce abundant fruit—it 
will keep alive a perpetual vigilance to ſet a good 
example, as © workmen who need not be aſhamed,” 
that you may not only with your lips, but with your 
lives, contribute to glorify your God. It will lead 
you to ſtudy with attention, and to impreſs with un- 
wearied energy the holy ſcriptures, which declare the 
wil of that God, whoſe you are, and whom you 
ferve ;—that by © dividing rightly the word of truth,” 
every human ſoul committed to your care may be 
enabled to learn, and induced to embrace the true 
principles of goſpel faith, and to perſevere in the 
practice of goſpel morality ; that, as far as in you 
kes, the name of God may be hallowed, and his 
kingdom eſtabliſhed on earth even as it is in heaven. 
Ide approbation of God then, is the ſcope and ſum 

of 
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all, the polar ſtar to guide your ſteady courſe ;—turn 
away your eyes one moment from this, you wander 
into inextricable error, and fink into the deep abyſs 
of guilt and miſery. Our God is a jealous God, he 
will allow no diviſion in our allegiance, no rival in 
our hearts—ſincerity and ſingleneſs of mind alone 
can encounter the ſcrutiny of his all-ſearching eye. 
Now then, at the commencement of your miniſtry, 
examine well, my brethren, your motives and your 
views, that nothing ſordid and impure may intermix 
with, and debaſe them, for. this would pervert all 
your ſubſequent efforts, and render them worthleſs, 
nay, hateful in the ſight of God. 


There are then three views of a mere worldly na- 
ture, which there is great danger, may intrude into 
your minds, as leading motives for embracing that 
facred profeſſion to which you, my young friends, 
now devote yourſelves, and ſuperſede that which 
ſhould alone form your leading motive, even the 
anxious deſire © to ſhew yourſelves approved unto 
God ;” theſe views may be, emalument, honour, or 
caſe. A brief admonition on each of theſe topics 
will not be unſeaſonable or uſeleſs. 


That you ſhould look to a rational proſpect of 
acquiring a competent ſupport, by dedicating your 
talents and exertions to the ſacred miniſtry, is ſurely 
not to be condemned. Our Lord has ſaid, that 
** the labourer is worthy of his hire,“ and that 

e they 


i! 
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e they who ſerve the altar ſhould live by the altar.“ 


But though we may not be called to neglect altoge- 
ther a rational hope of competence, on entering into 


the miniſtry, though we may be allowed to look and 
hope for a moderate recompence of our labours, yet 
how extreme 1s the guilt of him, whoſe ſole or lead- 
ing object is emolument alone? of ſuch a ſordid and 
baſe temper what can come? The fin which carried 
Judas to his place was avarice ; the ſin moſt directly 
oppoſite to the ſincerity and heavenly mindedneſs of 
the goſpel, is avarice. Of all avaricious men a mer- 
cenary, trafficking clergyman, is ſurely the moſt hate- 
ful and pernicious. The friends of religion mourn. 
over his degradation in filence ; the ſcorner and the 
infidel point to his profligacy with triumph; it ſerves 
them in place of a thouſand arguments, that Chriſ- 
tianity is a fable, and its teachers hypocrites. In 


truth, ſuch a man will produce miſchiefs unſpeakable: 


in the church of God ; he will naturally exert himſelf 
but faintly to inſtruct his flock ; his object is not to 
fulfil his duty, but to ſwell his hoard :—he will be 
oppreſſive, litigious, ſordid; he will harden the 
worldly-minded in their depravity, and render reli- 
gion diſguſting, even to the pious. 


But while I condemn avarice and worldly minded- 
neſs, let me not be underſtood to recommend extra- 
vagance, or even negligence and thoughtleſsneſs in 
pecuniary concerns. The proviſion which young 
clergymen meet with on, their entrance into the mi- 


niſtry, 
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niſtry, may be in moſt caſes adequate to the wants 


and decencies of their ſituation, but to nothing more.“ 
In ſuch a ſituation profuſion is ruin; it leads to debt, 


to injuſtice, to inſolvency; theſe naturally diminith 


the reſpectability of any character, and therefore im- 
pede ſucceſs in the miniſtry.— Nor let it be forgot, 
that he who has involved himſelf in debt, can ſcarcely 
be charitable without being unjuſt. This alone 
ought to curb profuſion in a clergyman. He only is 
generous who ſpends little on himſelf, that he may 
ſatisfy the claims of juſtice, and relieve the miſeries 


of poverty, connecting ſyſtematic ceconomy with 


ſyſtematic benevolence, But I wander from my more 
immediate purpoſe, which was to enable you, my 
younger brethren, to judge, whether in fixing your 
choice on the miniſtry, you were influenced more 
than you ought to be by the deſire of emolument.— 
To determine this, I would lead you to a criterion 
ſurely not too ſtrict or ſevere; aſk yourſelves this 
queſtion ; have you compared the clerical profeſſion 
with every other, and are you confident that, ſupÞ>- 
ſing only an equal chance of emolument, you would 
prefer it to every other ; becauſe you are fond of the 
ſtudies it requires, and not only willing to ſubmit to 
the reſtraints it impoſes, as matter of neceſſity and 
decency, but glad to place yourſelves in a ſituation 
which will multiply and ſtrengthen your inducements 


* Vid. Archdeacon Paley's excellent ſermon, preached at 
an Ordination in Carliſle, 
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to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
life?—And above all, are you ſincerely defirous to do 
good to your fellow crratures, in that way which 
this ſacred profeſſion binds you to purſue, by leading 
them to receive and to obey, from the heart, the 
goſpel of Chriſt If this is the preſent ſtate of your 
mind, be not uneaſy; even though you ſhould be 
conſcious, thai your firſt motives for ſelecting this 
ſacred profeſſion, may have been too intereſted and 
worldly, you may humbly hope, that you have al- 
ready, in part, corrected this criminal propenſity ; 
and that by perſevering in the ſtudy of the ſcriptures, 
by conſtant and earneſt devotion, by taking care to 
diſcharge your duty equally, in every fituation, and 
to every claſs of your fellow Chriftians, never ne- 
glecting the poor, and never being ſervile to the 
rich ; you may humbly hope that you will, by the 
aſſiſtance of the divine Grace, daily grow more and 
more diſintereſted and ſincere miniſters of God, day 
by day looking more ſteadily to the divine Will, as 
your ſole guide, and to the divine Acceptance as your 
ſole reward. 


I have mentioned honour as another worldly mo- 
tive, for ſelecting, as our profeſſion, the miniſtry of 
the word. The reſpe& and reverence annexed to 
that ſacred office, when properly diſcharged, and the 
opportunity it ſeems to give, for diſplaying talents 
and eloquence as a preacher, may perhaps allure you; 
— here alſo it is not eaſy to diſtinguiſh, preciſely, how 
| far 
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far our own practice is actuated by a wrong, and how 
far by a right, motive: — the miniſter of God is 
bound to preſerve. his reputation, and to take care 
his good be not evil ſpoken of; becauſe, without 
being reſpected, he cannot be uſeful. Thus alſo, to 
exerciſe his beſt talents in © dividing rightly the word 
of truth,“ is his bounden duty; and the moſt uſeful 
preacher will be in general the moſt eſteemed. But 
though the outward practice, and even the preaching, 
of the vainglorious, and of the ſincere clergyman, 
may be ſimilar, far different is their motive and their 
acceptance: he whoſe perſonal conduct or profeſ- 
ſional exertions are directed ſolely or chiefly to gain 
the applauſe of men, has his reward ;—a reward, 
empty, and tranſitory as the ſound of that applauſe 
which delights him. —God will never accept, as done 
for his ſervice, that which was never referred to his 
will, or intended to gain his favour. —I know but of 
one ſure way of trying your heart, on this ſubject, 
my young friends.—In every man's duty there are 
ſome parts leſs publick and ſhewy than others, though 
by no means leſs important ; there are modes of di- 
viding, rightly, the food of God's word; there are 
exertions of the underſtanding, and proofs of atten- 
tion to the inſtruction of your flock, leſs conſpicuous 
than the exertions of the preacher ; but I do not he- 
ſitate to ſay, far more ſolidly uſeful.— The vicious 
muſt not, in your preaching, be perſonally and dif- 
tinctly pointed out, for this would irritate and har- 
den them ;—indeed ſuch will ſeldom attend your 


E publick 
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publick inſtructions, and ſtill more rarely apply them 
to their own character and their own condutt.—To 
obtain any influence over them, you muſt approach 
them with cautious and feaſonable private admoni- 
tion ;—you muſt convince them you feel a real con- 
cern for their happineſs ;—you muſt avail yourſelves 
of the humbling viſitations of calamity, the hour of 
ſickneſs, and the fear of death. 


Thus again; the ignorant will not fully under- 
ſtand, and even the better informed among the 
lower claſſes will not clearly remember the exhorta- 
tions you deliver from the pulpit to inſtru& them 
eſſectually, you muſt employ, if poſlible, perſonal and 
familiar converſation;—you mult diſtribute amongſt 
them plain, religious, and moral tracts, to recall, ex- 
plain, and impreſs the ſubſtance of your more pub- 
lick exhortations. | 


But to diſſeminate religious knowledge, and en- 
courage virtuous practice, the moſt important, the 
moſt effectual mode is undoubtedly the inſtruction 
of the young; he who perſeveringly and effectually 
catechiſes the children of his flock, will do more to 
win ſouls to God, than the moſt popular preacher 
upon earth.—Now all theſe modes of promoting the 
intereſts of religion are leſs noticed, perhaps, and 
leſs applauded, than the brilliancy of popular elo- 
quence; but who will deny that they are more uſe- 
ful ? Examine, then, your own hearts, my brethren, 
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are you diſpoſed and determined to be as attentive to 
the retired, as to the publick parts of your duty; to 
be as diligent in private admonition as in publick ex- 


hortation; to catechiſe and inſtruct the young, as 


well as to preach to the old? Are you more anxious 
to lead the poor to God, than to attract the admira- 
tion of the rich to yourſelves? Are you as regular 
in the devotions of the cloſet, as the prayers of the 
church? Are you as ready to give alms in ſecret, as 
when you are ſure of being ſeen ?—lIt is by theſe 
proofs you will know, aſſuredly, whether you ſeek 
the applauſe of men only, or ſtudy to be accepted of 
God. Oh, my brethren !' probe thoroughly your 
hearts in this reſpect. A depraved intention, a wrong 
motive, corrupts all; if the ſource and ſpring of 
your very beſt actions be polluted, wherewithal ſhall 
you be cleanſed ?—lf the light that is in you be dark- 
neſs, how great is that darkneſs ? 


But ſhall I ſay, that none who is conſcious of a mix- 
ture of vanity, even with his very beſt actions, ſhould 
dare to approach the altar ? alas! who then could 
touch it? No, let us all, from this moment, labour to 
attain that ſincerity of attention, that humility of heart, 
which God requires; but who ſhall ſay, he has al- 
ready attained, or is already perfect? Oh! may the 
ſearcher of hearts, who knows our weakneſſes, aſſiſt 
us to reform them; for until they are reformed, we 
bow down and almoſt idolize the creature inſtead of 
the Creator, we preach ourſelves and not Chriſt. 
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But if to be regular and decorous in the diſcharge 
of the paſtoral duty would not ſecure the approba- 
tion of God, ſhould this regularity and decorum 
ariſe merely from a wiſh to gain the praiſe of man ? 
What ſhall we ſay to thoſe who break through every 
principle of duty, deſpiſe all regularity, and trample 
on all decorum, to gratify a falſe ſhame, to eſcape 
the ridicule of vice, and gain the plaudit of folly ? 
What ſhall we ſay to thoſe who are aſhamed of acting, 
or appearing to act, as ſerious miniſters of God,—who 
are afraid of being perceived to carry into common 
life and common converſation the ſame feelings or 
language, which, in the pulpit they are compelled 
to aſſume ?—men who are unwilling to adopt the ex- 
terior garb and the decent ſeriouſneſs of their pro- 

feſſion, leſt it ſhould not ſuit the taſte and the levity 
of the diſſipated and the vain ;—who would be aſham- 
ed of having it ſuppoſed, that they would decline 
any pleaſure, however licentious, or any company, 
however profligate, as inconſiſtent with their clerical 
character; who would ſhudder at the idea of their 
preſence checking the obſcene jeſt, the ſcoff of the 
infidel, or the blaſphemy of the impious, leſt they 
ſhould be thought to ſpoil good company? men who, 
before ordination, were diſſipated, licentious, and 
profane, and who are determined to prove that, not- 
withſtanding ordination, they remain ſo ſtill, 


Gracious 
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Gracious God! what a monſter is a diſſipated, vi- 
cious clergyman-—whom no ſenſe of decency or duty, 
no ſolemnity of vows or oaths can bind—a drunkard, 
who will mount the pulpit to, preach on temperance 
—a debauchee, who will dare to pronounce the 
command enjoining purity—But I forbear ; God 
forbid any here ſhould thus trample on the Majeſty, 
and defy the vengeance of heaven—Oh, no,. my 
young friends, be aſhamed of nothing but of deſert- 
ing your duty ; be afraid of nothing but offending 
your God. 


I have ſtated another motive which, it is to be 
feared, too often determines young men to chooſe 
our ſacred: profeſſion, the hope to find in it eaſe, to 
indulge in it indolence, poſſeſſing, as they fear, 
neither talents nor activity for any other purſuit, 
they flock to ſwell the lumber of the church. There 
are indeed difficulties in their way; there is a certain 
courſe of education which they muſt endure—cer- 
tain inſtructions to which they mult at leaſt liſten 
and even certain trials of knowledge and diligence 
which they muſt appear to have ſuſtained ; but fo 
{trong. is. their fondneſs for that life of indolence 
which they look to, when once admitted within the 
pale of the church, that to obtain that admiſſion 
they will, for once, be perſevering—they will ſubmit 
to the drudgery of four years academic ſuffering : 
they are not active or diligent, it is true, but they 
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will be pertinacious ; ſometimes chance, ſometimes 
importunity, may bear them through.—Their pro- 
grels is, perhaps, repeatedly ſtopped, their inſuffici- 
ency expoſed ; but all their judges may not be 
equally rigid. They eſcape the notice of ſome, 
they practiſe on the eaſy good nature of others, till 
at length the work is done, they hug themſelves on 
their perſeverance and ſucceſs, they are ſeated in the 
ealy chair of ſome church preferment, of which they 
make a ſinecure, and the reſt of their life is one un- 
interrupted fleep—a ſleep undiſturbed by any efforts 
for the ſalvation of men, or any fears of the wrath of 
God.,—lt were well if we could only charge them 
with being dull and ignorant, inſenſible and ſtupid, 
worthleſs and deſpicable—but, alas, they are moſt 
pernicious and deſtructive; they neither feed the 
flock of Chriſt, nor permit the good ſhepherds to feed 
it ; they occupy the place, they conſume the ſupport 
of thoſe, who would be intelligent, zealous, effective 
paſtors. They bring contempt upon religion, and 
narden, inſtead of reforming impiety and vice. 
As much as in them lies, they cloſe the door of fal- 
vation againſt their unhappy flocks, and bring down 
the wrath of heaven upon their country as well as 
on themſelves, 


Let me not be miſunderſtood as if I inſiſted upon 
powerful talents, popular eloquence, or extenſive 


knowledge, as indiſpenſable requiſites in a miniſter 
of 
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of the goſpel. No from the bottom of my ſoul do 
I declare it my conviction, that a man of very mode- 
rate talents, and very confined literary acquirements, 
may be as uſeful to his fellow Chriſtians, and more 
acceptable to God, than the brightelt genius that 
ever adorned the annals of the church, it he 1s but 
ſuperior in ſincerity and piety of heart ;—but how can 
ſuch a man compenſate for his defects? Surely no 
other way than by ardent zeal, by unceafing dili- 
gence. —Shew me ſuch a paſtor going round his pa- 
riſh, conciliating the affections, reforming the mo- 
rals, rouſing the piety of his flock; employed day 
after day in comforting the afflicted, viſiting the 
ſick, inſtructing the ignorant, watching for a ſeaſon- 
able moment for recalling the ſinner to a ſenſe of his 
danger and his guilt, and melt his ſoftened heart to 
penitence—reconciling quarrels—vigilant to guard 
againſt the contagion of infidelity and diſaffection—in 
a word, devoting his whole time and thoughts to the 
temporal and eternal welfare of all committed to his 
care, diffuſing religious knowledge by every means 
in his power, diſtributing good books, familiar, 
moral, and uſeful tracts, and, above all, taking care 
that not a ſingle cottage ſhall be found, where the 
word of God can be read, without a bible in which 
to read it, Let me ſee him aſſiduous in catechiling 
the young, until he preſents them at the altar to par- 
take of the holy ſacrament, mature, well-informed, 
heart-felt Chriſtians, —Let me hear him in the dil- 
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charge of his publick duty, not hurrying over the 
offices of the church careleſsly, as an irkſome taſk, 
but ſincere, ſerious, devout, ſelecting from the 
works of others, but, above all, from the word of 
God, every precept, every example, every argument 
which applies moſt intimately to the characters, the 
tempers, the neceſſities of his hearers, impreſſing 
mem wita ſimplicity, but with earneſtneſs, and 
proving his ſincerity, by the conſiſtency of his doc- 
trines with his life. —Let me find him tolerant to 
the teachers and the profeſſors of every Chriſtian 
fe&—anxious to convert all to the purity of Chriſ- 
tian morals, and the ſincerity of Chriſtian benevo- 
lence, and ready to co-operate with all in every effort 
to this ſacred end. She me a paſtor thus pious and 
active, thus zealous and conſiſtent, and however 
humble his talents, however confined his literary 
knowledge, I will not heſitate to ſay, that he poſſeſ- 
ſes the talents of a miniſter of God, and the know- 
ledge of the goſpel of Chriſt, and when at the laſt 
day he ſhall ſtand at the judgment ſeat of his Re- 
deemer and his Lord, ſurrounded by that flock 
which he has led on in the paths of piety, from 
ſtrength to ſtrength, till he now preſents them all 
before his God—a faithful ſervant, who of the little 
ones that have been committed to him, has not loſt 
one, then ſhall he receive his reward ; when the moſt 
ſplendid talents, the moſt extenſive and exalted know- 
ledge, if unprofitable to the good of man, and the 
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glory of God, ſhall hide their heads with ſhame. 
Then ſhall thoſe that be wiſe ſhine as the bright- 
<« neſs of the firmament, and thoſe that turn many 
e unto righteouſneſs, as the ſtars, for ever and 
ow ever.” 
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